[Short communication: comparison of two different assays for the investigation of HBsAG, anti-HCV and anti-HIV in blood donors].
Acquisition of infectious agents during blood transfusions is an important complication. The choice of screening tests is of crucial importance since it is difficult to detect the markers of the infection in blood donors, especially before the window period when seroconversion has not taken place. In this study the blood samples of 150 volunteer donors were screened for anti-HIV 1/2, anti-HCV, and HBsAg by chemiluminescence method. Samples found to be positive for anti-HIV 1/2 and anti-HCV were confirmed by Western Blot and Inno-Lia HCV Ab III tests, respectively. HBsAg, anti-HCV and anti-HIV 1/2 antibodies were also investigated by the Simul-Tec immunoassay in all of the samples, and the results were compared. As a result, 4.7% of the donors were positive for HBsAg and confirmatory tests showed that the positivity rate was 2.7% for anti-HCV, 0.7% for anti-HIV 1/ 2. Although the results obtained with the Simul-Tec immunoassay were similar to the screening test results obtained for HBsAg, discrepant results were obtained for anti-HCV and anti-HIV 1/ 2. The results of this study indicated that Simul-Tec immunassay method is not yet ready to meet the demands in terms of anti-HCV and anti-HIV detection.